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Abstract

The contemporary Muslim world, particularly Pakistan, has faced a daunting challenge in the form of
religious extremism and intellectual fragmentation during the latter half of the 20th century. This research
article explores the profound contributions of Justice Pir Muhammad Karam Shah al-Azhari (1918—1998)
in addressing these challenges through the revival of Sufi traditions integrated with modern scholarly
rigor. Al-Azhari, a visionary reformer, jurist, and spiritual leader, recognized that the root of extremism
lies in the divorce of the external legalities of religion (Sharia) from its internal spiritual essence (Tariga).
By introducing his paradigm of "I’tidal" (Moderation) and "Tawazun" (Balance), he provided a
comprehensive framework for social and intellectual harmony.The study highlights how al-Azhari
utilized his major works, such as Tafsir Zia-ul-Quran and Zia-un-Nabi, to present Islam as a living,
rational, and compassionate faith that accommodates scientific inquiry while remaining rooted in
Prophetic traditions. His educational model at Dar-ul-Ulum Muhammadia Ghausia served as a practical
application of his philosophy, bridging the historical chasm between traditional religious education and
modern academic disciplines. This synthesis was aimed at producing balanced individuals capable of
interpreting Islam for the modern age without succumbing to radical ideologies. Furthermore, his legal
career, especially his time as a judge in the Federal Shariat Court, demonstrated that a Sufi-oriented legal
mind could offer more nuanced and humane interpretations of Islamic law. The article argues that al-
Azhari’s focus on Prophetic love (Ishqg-e-Rasool) and ethical purification (Tazkiya-e-Nafs) is the most
potent antidote to sectarian violence and intolerance. Through a detailed analysis of his intellectual
legacy, this study positions al-Azhari as a pivotal figure of the "Middle Path," offering a sustainable
model for de-radicalization and intellectual stability in modern Muslim societies.

Keywords: Pir Muhammad Karam Shah al-Azhari, Religious Extremism, Sufi Traditions, Moderation
(I’tidal), Tafsir Zia-ul-Quran, Sectarianism.
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